
 
      
   A CORRECTION from 
       the Northern California 
             Chapter President  

  
  

 
CORRECTION Relating to Shelter in Place  

 
 

 Dear Appraisers, 
   
I want to immediately correct something contained in yesterday's 
(April 9) COVID-19 Resources message. 
  
It is critical that if I've misstated something, it be corrected immediately. 
  
This relates to the section near the bottom of the yesterday's message 
highlighted as Shelter in Place. 
  
The correction is that the newly modified Shelter in Place (SIP) 
restrictions DO NOT apply to appraisers.  I have heard from several 
appraisers practicing in the referenced Bay Area counties (Contra Costa, 
Alameda, Santa Clara, San Mateo, San Francisco and Marin) that appraisers 
have specific clearance to make interior inspections.  
  
One of our members forwarded this statement to me just received from the 
Marin County Counsel: 
 
"We agree .....  that appraisers fall into the essential category of "banks and 
related financial institutions" (Order 13.f.ix)   We also think appraisal services 
are allowed for residential properties under paragraph 13.f.ix." 
 
The subsequent paragraph (Order 13.f.x.) which caused some of the confusion 
was guidance issued and intended for real estate transactions and not essential 
financial transactions. 
 
Note that the Marin County Counsel's Office has, as of today (4/10/20) ceased 
opining on these questions in an official capacity - but have not withdrawn 
their earlier statement. 
 
Also, all 7 Bay Area Counties have identical Health Orders and their numbering 
convention is the same as above for Marin County.  
  
If It's Allowed then . . .  
Finally, because something is allowed doesn't mean it must be allowed.   
  
If a homeowner is reluctant to allow an interior inspection, that decision must 



be respected. If an appraiser is reluctant to inspect, that must be respected as 
well.   
  
Not every transaction may be possible to do.   
  
However, in ALL cases where it can, every inspection should follow CDC and 
California public health guidelines.  ALL appraisers should obtain and utilize 
recommended PPE's (Personal Protective Equipment) which include hygienic 
booties, gloves, a mask and goggles while inspecting and refrain from touching 
anything or any surfaces during the inspection process.   
  
We want you to be compliant and safe. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to make this important correction.  As always, 
should you have any questions or concerns about these messages, you are 
welcome to contact me directly. 
   
Carole Laval, SRA 
  
2020 President, Northern California Chapter  
Laval and Associates 
559-435-4043 
claval@comcast.net  
  
     

  
    

Appraisal Institute Education and Relief Foundation  
  

In 2005, the AI Relief Foundation was formed out of concerns many AI professionals were 
expressing soon after Gulf Coast hurricanes as to how they could help their colleagues. 

Today, the AI Education and Relief Foundation stands ready to provide emergency financial 
assistance to our colleagues in need. If you or someone you know has been affected by 

natural disaster, medical emergency or other emergency that has occurred.   

Apply Today for Financial Assistance 
  

 
 

This email communication is being sent to provide and solicit timely information on important membership or 
professional matters.  The links provided do not imply an endorsement or reliability by the Appraisal Institute 

or the Northern California Chapter, but are simply provided as useful resources for you to make informed 
personal and professional decisions. 

 

  

 

Appraisal Institute - Northern California Chapter, 1243 Alpine Road, Suite 102 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

www.norcal-ai.org    925/932-7753 
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